Bangladesh Ecological Debt Creditors Alliance
We are the Creditors- not Debtors


Press Release
Claiming to reach countries on Global Ecological Day 2009
Pay Colonial and Ecological Debt and Recognize Climate forced migrants as “Universal Natural Person ”
12 December 2009, Human Chain procession held at in front of National Press Club, Dhaka. “Bangladesh Ecological Debt Creditors Alliance” have observed the Global Ecological debt day 2009; demanding payment of colonial and ecological debt from rich countries and recognize Climate forced migrants as universal natural person. Bangladesh Ecological Debt Creditors Alliance comprising Action Aid Bangladesh, EquityBD, SUPRO, VOICE, Online Knowledge Centre, INCIDIN Bangaldesh and Bangladesh Poribesh Andolan. Others like minded organizations; Prodip, Jibeeka, RCRV, Protest and Progress Foundation, APRAR have shown solidarity by participating at the procession. The speakers demanded that rich countries looted resources, assets and wealth of poor nations like Bangladesh during colonial regime. For these reasons, we, the poor states are not debtor, but a creditor due to historical and ecological perspective and the rich countries must pay the historical and ecological debt to the poor nations. The speakers were Sanat Kumar Bhowmik of COAST Trust, Farhan Akter of Vocie, Sahadat Islam Mintu of Prodip, Prodip Kumer Roy of Online Knowledge Center, Abu Mokerram Khondokar of BAPA, Shafiul Azam of Incidin Bangladesh, Rezwan Ahmed of Action Aid Bangladesh, Shawkat Ali Tutul and Atikul Alam Polash of Equitybd, Iqbal Uddin of SUPRO, Gulasan Ara Doly of Jibeeka and Sharmin Daizy of RCSV.
Speakers also added that the rich countries are also a debtor to us due to creating a global threat to human civilization through emitting green houses gases in name of industrialization and following a luxurious lifestyles whose for Bangladesh faces adverse effects of climate change. The scientists forecasted that Bangladesh is going to loss of her 17 percent lands within next 50 years and 30 million people will be displaced. For the causes, Bangldesh demands compensation from rich countries. Speakers Urged for anew protocol under UN to recognize the Climate forced migrants as Universal Natural Person.  
The citizen around the globe gathered at Copenhagen right now expecting a deal to cut a significant amount of emission of green gases to save the human civilization. From this year, the citizen around the globe also planned to observe 14 December 2009 as Global Ecological Debt Day.  

A global consensus built among the poor countries at conference on foreign debt and movement of debt cancellation, held in Havana, Cuba on 1985 that poor countries have not any ethical and political responsibility to pay the debt to rich countries while they are paying much more in debt servicing. In 1992, International Environmental Conference held at Rio de Zaniro, Brazil includes the ecological debt issues as discussion to realize the growing up citizen movement around the globe. The ex-colonial state, particularly states of Latin America generated the strong public mobilization on payment of ecological debt around the globe; and the day 14 December is being fixed up to observe as Global Ecological Day worldwide.

Md. Shahid Ullah of SUPRO and Atiqul Islam Chowdhury of EquityBD have moderated the Human Chain and concluded the procession with claiming condition free cancellation of foreign debt, to be  agreed and payment of historical, colonial and ecological debt and carbon debt from rich countries and recognize Climate forced migrants as universal natural person.  
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