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Dhaka, 4th April 2009

Global Call to Treat Climate Refugees as Universal Natural Person

Today in a press conference held in National Press Club Equitybd, a forum of NGO/CSOs in Bangladesh launched a global campaign calling the global leaders, including the United Nations, to treat climate change-induced migrants as the Universal Natural Persons. They mentioned that, the major impact of climate change would be human migration and poor people, who are no way responsible for this crisis, will be forced to be migrated. In Bangladesh around 22 million people would be displaced by 2050 due to climate change related factors by 2050, says a World Bank report in 2005. As the Developed countries are largely responsible for historical accumulation of Green House Gases and, thus responsible for climate catastrophes, so they must accept the responsibility of rehabilitating climate refugees. Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, convener Equitybd, moderated the press conference, while Md Shamsuddoha of Equitybd presented the key-note paper. Among others, Shahadat Islam Chowdhury and Mostafa Kamal Akanda of EquityBD were present in the press conference. 

Equitybd mentioned that climate-induced migration is a consequence of a global process, not a local crisis, Thus we have to demand global responsibility to appropriately address the crisis. In this context, Equitybd demanded a New Protocol under UNFCCC to ensure dignified resettlement of these migrants in line with other social, cultural rights declared by the UN conventions and agreement. Mainstreaming of this demand in the future climate change negotiation would require opinion building on the issue and huge level of policy advocacy with the international bodies like the United Nations. In this regard, Equitybd declared launching of a signature campaign in national and international levels emphasizing collecting signatures from the internationally prominent personalities like Nelsen Mandela, Al Gore and Marry Robinson. They are expecting support from different global civil society organizations like Jubilee South, CIVICUS, LDC Watch, SAAPE etc. Initially the campaign targeted 20th June, the international refugee day, and the Conference of the Parties on Climate Change negotiation to be held in Denmark in December 2009. Later they will review and plan for further progression. They are expecting that, as it’s an existential issue for many of the poor climate-risk countries including Bangladesh, so they will get support from the national international media and CSOs to communicate and raise the demand to the national, international policy makers.  

The speakers in the press conference mentioned, 1951 Geneva Convention only cover the political refugees; meantime different organizations, including UNEP (United Nations Environment Program), raised the issue of climate refugee. So this is the high time to raise the issue and claim Climate Refugee rights as Universal Natural Person, who must have right to enjoy all the entitlements declared in the UN covenants, especially of human rights and economic, cultural and political rights. Universal Natural Person mean wherever he or she goes, will be entitled for all those rights. 

Report prepared by

Md. Shamsuddoha ( mobile + 8801729259491)
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Note: 
All materials especially, English position paper, English campaign outline; summary of position paper in Bengali, slide copy of multimedia presentation, and photos of the press conference is available and could be downloaded from the website www.equitybd.org
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