


Press Release Sep 12,  2009

NGO / CSOs raised concern on the role of Commerce ministry, Geneva and Delhi missions in the recently concluded WTO mini ministerial held in Delhi.
Civil Society urged Strong Country Leadership in WTO Negotiation

Dhaka 12th September 2009. Today in a press conference held in the National Press Club in Dhaka, EquityBD, a forum of NGOs and CSOs, urged the government to strengthen country capacity on WTO negation. They also urged Bangladesh leadership of the LDC country parties in the forthcoming WTO Ministerial, to be held in Geneva in December 2009. In the press briefing, EquityBD raised concern on the role of commerce ministry, and the country’s WTO mission in Geneva as they basically failed to put forward country’s interest in the recently concluded WTO mini ministerial held in Delhi during 3-4 September 2009. The GATS Mode 4 i.e. ‘free movement of natural person’ for which Bangladesh is fighting since years was basically unheard in the recent past Delhi Mini Ministerial. In the given context of the importance of WTO Geneva Ministerial, EquityBD placed three specific proposals for immediate consideration, (i) Strengthening Geneva mission with strong analytical and negotiation capacities, (ii) Coordination of commerce, foreign ministry and CSOs (iii) Discussion on bi-lateral and multi-lateral trade issues and trade negotiation modalities in the parliament.

Md. Shamsuddoha, General Secretary of EquityBd moderated the press conference, while Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, convener EquityBd made a presentation on the major issues and outcomes of Delhi Mini Ministerial of the WTO. As an active participant in different anti WTO mobilization in Delhi, Rezaul Karim Chowdhury shared his experience of people’s struggle against the trade hegemony of the WTO. Among others Ahmed Swapan Mahmud of VOICE, Mostafa Kamal Akand and Sayed Aminul Haque of EquityBd also spoke in the press conference.

The speaker said that the mini ministerial of WTO was hosted by the government of India, where LDC was represented by Tanzanian commerce minister Dr. Marry. EquityBD mentioned that, because lack of coordination among the LDCs, none of the LDCs raised the issue of the movement of natural person i.e., mode 4, on which Bangladesh has campaigned both in last Cancun and Honkong ministerial. 

Speakers told that India has hosted this mini ministerial just to satisfy its new alliance, the US and G20, and the present commerce Minister Ananda Sharma didn’t take any position in favor of the LDCs.  Ministers agreed in Delhi to conclude Doha round negotiation by 2010 and a road map will be outline in 14th September meeting to be held in Geneva. EquityBD mentioned that this meeting is to subvert the tendency of protectionism which has came out of global economic meltdown, they also demanded  that  the global finance and trade architecture have to be reorganized and reformed. EquityBD feels that revival of Doha round means importing of global economic crisis again. 
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