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Press release, Dhaka, 27th December 2009

EquityBD Calls Danish Government to release Climate Activists

Bangladesh should quit G77, Lead the LDCs and MVCs

Dhaka, 27th December 2009: Today, EquityBD, a network of NGOs / CSOs in Bangladesh, called the government of Bangladesh to quit G 77 and China block in climate negotiation and to build an alternative alliance with the least developed and most vulnerable countries (MVCs). EquityBD placed this demand through organizing a press briefing in the National Press Club, Dhaka while they also discussed the substances of Copenhagen Accord.  Bangladesh should quit G77 and China block which is strongly dominated by the interest of the advanced developing countries like China and India. These advanced developing countries, also the emerging big emitters of the green house gases, often ignores the interest of the LDCs and MVCs. Therefore, Bangladesh, being a MVC as well as LDC must lead and strengthen an independent political alliance of LDCs and MVCs in the climate negotiation. The press conference titled “Peoples’ Struggle in Copenhagen and the Accord of Discord” was moderated by Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, while Md. Shamsuddoha, the Secretary General of EquityBD described the expectation and outcome of Copenhagen climate summit. He also discussed the political dynamics of negotiation in Copenhagen summit. Among others, journalist Kawsar Rahman of Janakanta , Sujan Mehedi of Channel 1 and Ahmed Swapan of VOICE, also shared their views and experiences on the recently held climate summit of the UNFCCC. Speakers also condemned the repressive role of Danish government on the NGO and CSO representative in the mass rallies and procession on 12th and 16th December; they demanded release of several hundreds climate activists who are still imprisoned in Danish jail. 

In his written statement Md. Shamsuddoha termed the Copenhagen accord as an ‘accord of discord’, which was imposed undemocratically by the US allies to the poor countries. This accord grossly ignored the sprit of Bali Action Plan and also ignored the scientific prediction in quantifying mitigation target. The accord purposively bypassed the polluter pay and exploiter pay principle and historical responsibility of the rich nations which was agreed in UNFCCC framework. He also highlighted alternative peoples’ summit “Klimaforum09”, an initiative of CSOs and NGOs from all over the world, which also organized different parallel events, seminars, exhibitions and cultural programs during the entire period of Copenhagen summit. EquityBD have had a weeklong photo exhibition and two events especially on rights for climate migrants. The forum came out with a declaration through a long process that has came out as people’s declaration, and called for “System Change Not Climate Change”.

Speakers in the press conference also raised concern on role of different IFIs (international financial institution) and MNC (multinational companies) consultants in government delegation, NGO and INGO delegations, they demanded that NGO and INGOs should give accounts on what they did in Copenhagen. They praised positive and proactive leadership of the respective Minister and also suggested full time participation of the Minister in the climate change negotiation, especially in the Conference of the Parties. They advised government to keep the delegation size small, who must be well oriented on the country positions and well coordinated. They also demanded that there must be a country stall in the conference venues. Speakers also demanded that in respect of positioning government should consult and coordinate with CSOs/NGOs so that they will be able to develop citizen opinion in Europe and America which will give more advantage to the government in the official negotiation process.
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