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Right Activists Mentioned Countries in the South is the Creditors

North must have to Pay Ecological Debt to the South

Dhaka, 27th July 2009. Today in a panel discussion titled “Climate Justice toward CoP 15 Copenhagen, Ecological Debt: We are the Creditors” a group of right activists announced that the countries in the south are the creditors and north must have to pay the ecological debt. The panel discussion held in National Press Club jointly organized by EquityBD, Jubilee South, MFTD, SUPRO, Unnayan Onneshan and VOICE. The group mentioned that there are global programs in this regard and they will organize country wide awareness and mobilization program up to December 2009 ie, when the Conference of Parties (CoP) of UNFCCC will be happened in Copenhagen. The panel discussion was moderated by Mohiuddin Ahmed, while Uma Chowdhury, Iqbal Ahmed, Ahmed Swapan, AHM Bazlur Rahman,  Faruque Ahmed, Shamsud Doha, Dr,Pias Karim, Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, Dr.Sarba Raj Khadka and Lidy Nacpil spoke on the historical aspects and contemporary movements on ecological debt in different countries, especially in the South American countries. Sayed Aminul Haque of EquityBd presented the key-note paper and provoked thought on ecological debt from historical context.

Sayed Aminul Haque, presented figures that during colonial period the colonial master, Britain, repatriated resources from the Indian subcontinent and increased their GNP. Rezaul Karim Chowdhuy cited example from Amrayta Sen research that during 1940 famine, highest amount of revenue transferred from Bengal to British. Ahmed Swapn mentioned that development of thoughts always starts from small group of people while majority in the beginning consider impossible, like what happened in respect of French revolution and 1952 language movement. Dr. Pias Karim cited different statistics that once the developing counties provided 65 % of global GNP.

Dr. Sarba Raj Khadaka, Director, LDC Watch, an international civil society organization based in Nepal, mentioned that all the debt in the low income countries accumulated as a part of neo colonial exploitation; all these are illegitimate and these should be cancelled. Lidy Nacpil Coordinator, Jubilee South-APMDD (Asia Pacific Movement for Debt and Development, a regional network in the Philippines, mentioned that already government of Bolivia formally placed the demand of Ecological Debt in UNFCCC Bonn conference in last June. The similar proposal also has been submitted by the governments of Venezuela, Paraguya, Malaysia and Srilanka. She mentioned that it is the demand in view of right framework, that all man and women of the earth has equal share to the global commons, which includes ozone layer, air and also on natural resources. These global commons should be utilized in equitable and sustainable way. The north has exploited those in and also created negative consequences like present climate crisis. Also this is a result of exploitation by elite / exploiter classes in southern countries. She urged to build up political constituencies to transform this unjust global and local social system to a system based on equity and justice.
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