


Press release 

LDC civil society in Copenhagen

Let us not divide: LDCs should Act together

Copenhagen 14th December: Today civil society organizations from least developed countries (LDC) in a seminar in Klimaforum09 (people summit alternative to UNFCCC CoP 15) urged LDCs not to divide them selves, they argued LDCs to act together to claim compensation from developed / annex 1 countries. Speakers are urging this in a seminar, jointly organized by EquityBD, LDC Watch, Jubilee South, SAAPE, RRN and MS Action Aid Denmark. Civil society leader Dembe Musa of Senegal, Cemil Chalmers of Haiti, Azeb Gimri of Ethiopia, Aloys of Rwanda, Kong Sung of  Cambodia, Alsa Pinto Oka of Timor Leste, Saheen Anam of Bangladesh and Tashmina Netra from  Nepal has given testimonies on climate change impact on their countries. Dr. Arjun Karki of LDC Watch moderated the seminar. 

Milo from Jubillee South and Trine Pertou Mach  from Action Aid Denmark has given solidarity speech. Trine mentioned that if UNFCCC CoP 15 will not be able come to a legally binding document then it will be indication of inherent crisis in total UN system, she mentioned that north must have to take responsibilities and be ready to compensate.

Bula Alam a farmer from Ethiopia concluded the seminar in saying that the planet has to be reclaiming for human being, that which is being mistreated by annex 1 countries for profit of few people or companies. Bula Alam is an ecological farmer who has got several presidential prizes and being considered as Green Hero in his country. He narrated the fact and stories of climate change in ages of his life. He also mentioned how the water crisis became a major cause of conflict in his village.

Dembe Musa of Senegal narrated how erratic rainy session in his country, that in a month its rains of whole year and which has created floods. He mentioned that due to the climate change problem there will be 50 % less crop production in Africa by the year 2020. Saheen Anam of Bangladesh mentioned that while demanding compensation by LDC leaders, they must not forget that they have responsibility on showing accountability in using aid money in their respective countries. Camile from Haiti has narrated how increased frequencies of cyclone and hurricanes are making Haiti people forced to migrants. Tesmina Netra from Nepal mentioned how monsoon rainy season became changed in Nepal, he mentioned that if the Himalaya Glacier completely meltdown by the year 2035 then there will be huge water crisis in whole region. Kong Sung of Cambodia narrated the stories of food secutirity crisis. Alsa Pinto Oka from East Timor narrated how her young country gradually facing the climate crisis, where people have to go for 4 to 5 km to fetch water. Azeb Gimri of Ethiopia mentioned drought situation lengthen duration in her country.

At the conclusion Dr. Arjun Karki launched a booklet which elaborated all the LDC testimonies and civil society demand especially in view of justice on the eve of this UNFCCC CoP 15.
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