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Press Release, 17th June 2010, Dhaka

Development of freethinking CSOs is inevitable for making Development Effective

Dhaka 17 June 2010: Today in a seminar held in the CIRDAP Auditorium, Dhaka leaders of the civil society organizations argued for creating an enabling environment for the progression of freethinking civil society organizations. They said that CSO should develop its effectiveness through maintaining some common standards and principles of accountability and transparency in its work and governance. Such an approach of CSO effectiveness ultimately will complement to the development effectiveness, speakers said in the seminar. 

Prior to holding the seminar, in a two day workshop, representatives from around 85 CSOs discussed the strength, weakness, opportunities and threats of the CSO to be emerged as an effective as well as complementary development actor to benefit the poor and marginalized people while upholding its own diversity, complementary of instruments, policies and actions. This workshop also identified a set of actions to make CSOs more effective and accountable to the society. EquityBd, SUPRO, BAPA and CDP jointly organized both the seminar and workshop. Dr Abdul Matin of BAPA chaired the seminar; Rezaul Karim Chowdhury of Equitybd presented workshop outcomes while Prof Muzaffar Ahmed spoke in the seminar as chief guest. 

Among others, Meher Afroze Chumki, M P and Chairman Parliamentary Standing Committee to the ministry of children and women affairs, NGO Bureau DG Mustak Hasan Mahmud, Bo Sundstorm, Aid Effectiveness Adviser to DFID Bangladesh, Maria Theresa Lauren of Asia Pacific Research Network, Anil Singh of South Asian Network for Sustainable Agricultural Development, Sirin Akter of Karmojibi Nari, Syeda Rizwana Hasan of BELA, Advocate Salma Ali of BNWLA, Shahin Anam of Manusher Jonnyo, and Golam Mortuza of Saptahiki were present and spoke in the seminar. 

Meher Afroze Chumki, M P said that the role of NGO and CSOs are to contribute to the developmental activities in Bangladesh and they should not get involve with the party politics. They should maintain their neutral identity within the community where they work. Our government believes a congenial GO-NGO partnership for sustainable development but NGOs and CSOs should be refrained from their ‘fault-finding’ attitude of the government activities, she said. Prof Muzaffar Ahmed said that CSOs are like as flowering tree. A tree should have deepening roots in the Earth, likewise CSOs should have deep rooting within the society; otherwise the CSO will lose its credibility and will become defunct. 

NGO Bureau DG Mustak Hasan Mahmud said Bureau should be more accountable to the NGOs/CSO, side by side CSO also should increase its accountability and transparency to its stakeholders in local level. NGO Bureau is upgrading its IT system to ensure free flow information to the local NGOs and CSOs, this will reduce bureaucracy and ensure its accountability to its stakeholders.  Syeda Rizwana Hasan said CSOs are the creative think-tank of progressive and innovative development. If the bureaucratic process try to control CSO activities very narrowly then they might not be able to work in future. 

Mr. Badiul Alam Majumder said since the liberation of Bangladesh government has been trying to control growth of the freethinking CSOs. Such approach spoiled many promising sectors. We, therefore, expect flexibility for the CSOs for the sake of people’s development. Golam Mortoza said we expect the civil society to speak strongly about politics but not being engaged with the partisan politics. 

Bo Sundstorm, Aid Effectiveness Adviser to DFID Bangladesh said aid accountability is a pressing issue not only to the CSOs but also to the government. Bangladesh government agreed on the Accra Agenda for Action and Paris Declaration to ensure effectiveness of aid. Thus all the stakeholders, including government, NGOs, CSOs, Donor, should work together to implement Paris Declaration to reach the benefit of development actions to the poor people. Maria Theresa Lauren of Asia Pacific Research Network and Anil Singh of South Asian Network for Sustainable Agricultural Development also spoke in the seminar. 
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