BKz¨BwU GÛ Rvw÷m IqvwK©s MÖ“c evsjv‡`k (BKz¨BwUwewW) 

Equity & Justice Working Group Bangladesh (EquityBD)
Press release, 3rd June 2009

Need long term plan to protect coastal areas from frequent disasters 

No more relief, initiate food or cash for work in Aila affected areas 

Dhaka, 3rd June 2009. Based on first seven days of cyclone Aila relief work experiences EquityBD and COAST jointly organized a press conference titled “ Need to change mind set and long term planning in disaster risk reduction” in Dhaka Reporters Unity, today. They urged the government and other agencies to stop relief work immediately. They feel it is imperative to drain-out saline and dirty water form the ponds, reconstruction of roads, and cleaning of environment, which should be done through food / cash for work. Due to the prolong relief activities caused lack of labours in the locality, everybody running after relief, long term relief work would develop no work mentality among the people. 

Rezaul K Chowdhury, Md. Shamuddoha, Mostafa Kamal Akanda, Sayed Aminul Haque and Sahadat Islam Chowdhury from EquityBD and COAST among others were present in the press conference. They criticize government approach of doing ad-hoc basis protection work, like construction of embankment with sandy soil, poor maintenance work etc. They urged government to initiate long term plan i.e. to construction of spar and effective embankment to protect communities from river erosion and sea water intrusion. They urged, whether it might need 50 years, but such a long term work is imperative now to protect coastal land and population. They also propose involvement of military forces and local government authorities in all constructions and emergency work. 

Speakers criticized the Water Development Board and Local Government Engineering Department as anti people institutions, which do not have any sociological orientation like people participation and accountability in local level. Speakers urged not to provide any money to those institutions until they are reorganized. They also urged to form people’s tribunal on corruption of those two institutions. Speakers demanded participation of coastal population in the preparation of Climate Action Plan and Strategy which is now under preparation. They also demand trial of the bureaucrats and policy makers who did not spent any money from the 2008-2009 budget allocation of taka 300 crore on climate adaptation.  Speakers also demanded accounts and white paper on $ 400 million SIDR rehabilitation foreign assistance. They mentioned that most of the money has been spent for the benefit of urban elites; for example the main north south connecting road of Bhola district has not been repaired while an over bridge has been constructed on Gulshan lake.

Speakers in the press conference also urged government to raise voice to demand reorganization and rights for the climate induced displaced persons in different international forum. Speakers also demand reorientation of micro finance program for the coastal areas.
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