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Press release

EquityBD demanded dropping donor darling consultants from the committee

Prepare Climate Action Plan in transparent and participatory process

Dhaka 25th April 2009. Today Equity and Justice Working Group Bangladesh (equitybd), a group of NGOs and CSOs, has organized a press conference in national press club while they criticized inclusion of same donor darling consultants in the preparation of new ‘Climate Action Plan for Bangladesh’, who also were involved in the preparation of previous one that the government recently abandoned. The organizers claimed that the consultants, who were involved in the preparation of DFID guided ‘Climate Action Plan’ for the country in 2009, should not be included again in the new ‘Expert Committee’ as they serve donor interest and promote donor agenda. This is to mention that the previous Action Plan was opposed by most of local civil society groups and finally government has abandoned, saying that was poorly done. EquityBD hailed the government decision on cancellation. EquityBD demanded that the new plan should be prepared in transparent and participatory process.

The press conference was moderated by Rezaul Karim Chowdhury; statement read out by Shamsuddoha, Mostafa Kamal Akanda and Atiqul Islam Chodhury of took part in the discussion. EquityBD put forward eight specific demands for consideration in the preparation of new ‘Climate Action Plan for Bangladesh’, these are (i) Dropping the questionable donor darling consultant from the new committee, so that the preparation of new climate action plan will be free from the interest of donors, (ii) At present the committee has to prepare the plan by 30th May, which is not sufficient to make the plan in a  participatory and transparent process, so the date line should be extended, (iii) The strategy and plan should not only be limited to get money for adaptation, it should also define country strategy of keeping pressure to the developed countries for deep emissions cut  (iv) Government must not take any loan for climate change adaptation; government should lobby and keep pressure to the developed countries for unconditional adaptation fund in line with the sprit of ‘polluter and exploiter pay principle’ as said under UNFCCC. This money must be additional to the already committed development assistance; it should not be included within the frame of GNP 0.7 %. (v) Government must have to take responsibility of managing any trust fund in this regard, with the participation of local stakeholders including representation from victim community. In view of the London Conference (September 2008) government must not accept World Bank to manage the fund. As we know, the Economic Relation Division of the Planning Ministry is proposing the World Bank to mange the climate fund, which is against the people’s interest. (vi) Committee must include the issue of climate impact induced migration and refugee issue in the plan and government must express commitment to raise those issue in different international forum that the climate refugees should be declared as universal natural person, developed countries must offset their ecological debt in accepting those refugees and finally (viii) Committee must propose that the government must employ a permanent ambassador for climate negotiation in international level so that there will be continuity and consistency.
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