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Press Release 

15 October, International Rural Women Day 2009

The National Observation Committee urges Public Health Sectors to show greater Accountability to the Rural Women  

Dhaka 14 October 2009: One day prior to the International Rural Women Day, 15 October, the National Observation Committee in Bangladesh held a press conference in the National Press Club, Dhaka while they launched country wide campaign program calling the rural women ‘Claim your Right to Health and Well-being!", which is also global theme as well. Mr Swapon Guha, Chairperson of the National Committee, moderated the press conference while Mustafa Kamal Akanda, Secretary of the National Committee, read out the press statement and brief the country wide program before the press people. 

The speaker said that the International Rural Women’s Day (IRWD) was created in 1995 at the Beijing Women’s Conference that strategies and call for several actions, these are to a) protect and promote women’s rights and those of the girls child as an integral part of universal human rights b) eradicate the persistence and increasing burden of poverty to women c) remove obstacles to women’s full participation in public life and decision-making at all levels-including family d) promote women’s economic autonomy and ensure their access to productive resources and e) encourage an equitable sharing of family responsibilities. Since 2000 the National Day Observation Committee in Bangladesh has been observing the day to highlight invaluable contribution of the rural women to household food security, development and peace. 

The speaker said that rights and access of rural women to the basic health services is a critical concern for the country therefore the global theme of IRWD in 2009 "Claim your Right to Health and Well-being!’ is correspondingly important for the country.  In line with the global theme the National Observation Committee of IRWD has undertaken country wide campaign and advocacy events demanding i) more transparency and accountability of the public health institutions at the local level ii) more resources to support services for poor, and vulnerable groups (women and children) iii)  Decentralization of management through devolution of authority . They also demanded to establish ‘Community Health Clinics’ in village and ward level and local level accountability of the public sector hospital services. 

The countrywide programs includes 1) national level seminar on 15th October in National Press Club, Dhaka, ii) cultural program in front of National Shaheed Minar on 16th October and  giving awards to the progressive rural women in Union and Thana level for their contribution to local level development and peace. 

 Among others Sharmin Sultana Disy, Gulshan Ara Dolly, Anwaruzzaman Ratan and Rezaul Karim Chowdhury of EquityBd were present in the press conference. 
Mustafa Kamal Akanda 

General Secretary 

National Observation Committee of IRWD
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