


Press Release /01 September 2009
Role of DFID in Supporting WB Authority on MDTF Management Condemned 
01 Sept 2009: Today several rights organization criticized and condemned role of DFID and British Government as they are creating pressure to the government for accepting authority of the World Bank on the management of country’s multi donor trust fund. Equity and Justice Working Group organized this human chain and demonstration in front of the National Press Club in Dhaka while two high-profile ministers of the UK government Mr Doglus Alexander, British State Minister for International Development and Mr Ed Milband, state minister energy and climate change visiting the country. 
Speakers from the human chain said that the with the support from the DFID, last caretaker government initiated establishment of MDTF and from the very beginning DFID is creating pressure to the government to appoint the WB as fund manager. Supporting the notion of the DFID the then finance advisor also proposed WB to manage and administer implementation of the MDTF. EquityBd claimed that they have been protesting such role of DFID and they sent memorandum and post cards to Doglus Alexander, British State Minister for International Development to reconsider their position. We though that the British Government will reconsider their position and will help the government in establishing country’s sovereign and democratic ownership on MDTF. But have been informed that being directed by the DFID’s guideline and misguided by country’s ‘donor darling’ consultants ands bureaucrats government is going to hand-over MDTF management responsibilities to the  World Bank. 

Speakers said that the government’s Economic Relations Division already drafted roles and responsibilities of the WB in the ‘Draft Concept Note’ on the MDTF. As per the concept note, the WB would get USD 8 million for its job. The WB also supposed to utilize this fund for different projects implementation, which is quite contradictory to the rules of business of the Bank. The speakers argued that why to pay huge amount of fees to the WB while the government is capable to manage this fund.   They said that the donors especially DFID should not question about the capacity of the country in managing MDTF which is annually around 20 million while the country currently managing annual budget of more than 7500 million USD. Besides, Bangladesh has proven track record in managing multi-donor trust fund through creation of foundation. 
The speaker agued the British ministers to reconsider their position and support the country in establishing its sovereign and democratic ownership on the management of MDTF.  
Among other, Shamima Akter of Aso, Sanat Kumar Bhowmik of COAST Trust and Mustafa Kamal Aknada and Md Shamsuddoha of EquityBD were present in the human chain. 
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